Pérez Art Museum Miami Exceeds $200,000 Matching Grant from
Knight Foundation for PAMM Fund for African American Art
160 Matching Gifts Will Fund Acquisition of
Art Works by African American Artists
MIAMI – August 21, 2017 – Today, Pérez Art Museum Miami (PAMM) announced that it exceeded its
$200,000 fundraising goal to match a challenge grant for the PAMM Fund for African American Art, a
fund initiated for the purchase of contemporary art by African American artists for the museum’s
permanent collection. Gifts by 160 supporters helped PAMM exceed its goal by more than $7,000. The
fund also gained 62 new Ambassador members, who will continue to help shape the institution’s
collection of contemporary art by African American artists and support the fund’s inclusive nature.
“We could not have surpassed the match without the help of our community,” said PAMM Director
Franklin Sirmans. “From a dollar to six-figure gifts, every gift will make a difference in continuing to
ensure that our collection is reflective of our diverse community.”
The fundraising campaign was initiated in February at PAMM’s Fourth Annual Reception for the Fund
for African American Art, where Alberto Ibargüen, president and CEO of the John S. and James L.
Knight Foundation, announced the $200,000 challenge grant. That evening, fund ambassador member
and trustee Dorothy A. Terrell spearheaded efforts by generously donating $100,000 towards the
match, encouraging more supporters to come forward to support PAMM’s acquisition of world-class
works by African American artists for generations to come.
“Great art not only inspires, it connects us to each other and this vibrant city we call home,” said Alberto
Ibargüen, Knight Foundation president. “We’re delighted that the community stepped up to the
challenge to join us in building an important collection of work by African American artists.”
Through the completion of this match, the fund will be endowed in in perpetuity, offering the opportunity
to create a collection of the highest artistic standard that reflects PAMM’s community, as well as a more
inclusive environment for being challenged by, and delighting in, art.
The PAMM Fund for African American Art was established in 2013 with a $1 million donation, funded
equally by Jorge M. Pérez and the John S. and James L. Knight Foundation, for the purchase of
contemporary art by African American artists for the museum’s permanent collection. Through the
Fund, the museum first acquired works by Al Loving, Faith Ringgold, and Xaviera Simmons. These
works joined other significant PAMM collection objects by artists such as Leonardo Drew, Sam Gilliam,
Rashid Johnson, Lorna Simpson, James Van Der Zee, Carrie Mae Weems, Kehinde Wiley, and Purvis
Young. At the last Annual Reception for the PAMM Fund for African American Art, the museum
acquired works by Kevin Beasley, Martine Syms, Juana Valdes, Theaster Gates, and Sam Gilliam.
For more information about the PAMM Fund for African American Art, or to join the PAMM
Ambassadors for African American Art, visit pamm.org/artfund.

About PAMM
Pérez Art Museum Miami (PAMM) promotes artistic expression and the exchange of ideas, advancing
public knowledge and appreciation of art, architecture and design, and reflecting the diverse community
of its pivotal geographic location at the crossroads of the Americas. A nearly 35-year-old South Florida
institution formerly known as Miami Art Museum (MAM), Pérez Art Museum Miami opened a new
building, designed by world-renowned architects Herzog & de Meuron, in Downtown Miami’s Museum
Park on December 4, 2013. The facility and is a state-of-the-art model for sustainable museum design
and progressive programming and features 200,000 square feet of indoor and outdoor program space
with flexible galleries; shaded outdoor verandas; a waterfront restaurant and bar; a museum shop; and
an education center with a library, media lab and classroom spaces. For more information, please visit
www.pamm.org. Find us on Facebook (facebook.com/perezartmuseummiami), or follow us on
Twitter/Instagram (@pamm).
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